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Philosophy at its best is an activity more than a body of knowledge. In an ancient sense, done right,

it is a healing art. Itâ€™s intellectual self-defense. Itâ€™s a form of therapy. But itâ€™s also much

more. Philosophy is map-making for the soul, cartography for the human journey. Itâ€™s an

important navigational tool for life that too many modern people try to do without. Philosophy For

Dummies is for anyone who has ever entertained a question about life and this world. In a

conversational tone, the book's authorÂ â€“Â a modern-day scholar and lecturerÂ â€“Â brings the

greatest wisdom of the past into the challenges that we face now. This refreshingly different guide

explains philosophical fundamentals and explores some of the strangest and deepest questions

ever posed to human beings, such as  How do we know anything? What does the word good

mean? Are we ever really free? Do human beings have souls? Is there life after death? Is there a

God? Is happiness really possible in our world?  This book is chock full of all those questions you

may have long wanted to think about and talk with someone about, but have never had the time or

opportunity to tackle head on. Philosophy For Dummies invites you to discuss the issues you find in

the guide, share perspectives, and compare thoughts and feelings with someone you respect. You'll

find lots of material to mull over with your friends or spouse, including thoughts on  When to doubt,

and when to doubt our doubts The universal demand for evidence and proof The four dimensions of

human experience Arguments for materialism Fear of the process of dying Prayers and small

miracles Moral justification for allowing evil  The ancient philosopher Socrates (fifth century, B.C.)

thought that, when it comes to the Ultimate Questions, we all start off as dummies. But if we are

humbly aware of how little we actually know, then we can really begin to learn. Philosophy For

Dummies will put you on the path to wising up as you steer through the experience called life.
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Some time ago I sat down and read through "Philosophy for Dummies" and "The Complete Idiot's

Guide to Philosophy." My intentions were to find a book that I might recommend to friends who have

a passing interest in the subject, so that I might encourage their understanding and gain more

people to discuss ideas with.Not only was I disappointed with "Philosophy for Dummies" but I found

the presentation to be both offensive and underhanded. While appearing at first to be an

introduction to the greater subject, it turns out to be a packaging of the author's own beliefs...

heavily skewed and full of personal bias. Whole movements are passed over with little or nothing

said other than a dismissive comment from the author, who apparently doesnt think them worth

mention because he doesnt agree. This is HARDLY proper for what is supposed to be an

introduction to the subject. The novice reader is left with a lopsided, limited presentation that while

written well enough, leaves him needing to go buy ANOTHER book so he can actually BE

introduced to what this title led him to believe he would be -- the subject of philosophy in a wide

ranging sense.As for having the intention of demonstrating the "philosophical process," and not

being a general introduction, it fails in this way too. In this regard, the book becomes a subjective

promotion of the author's views with at best a biased and extremely limited dabble in opposing ideas

(if at times any at all), these being presented in a shallow and shakey fashion, intentionally staged

by the author so he can wave them away. ~Laughs~ very convenient, and in total contradiction to

the spirit of philosophy and the "battle" of opposing views that has fostered and nurtured the

strengths and greatness of the subject throughout history.
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